Hybrid treatment of lower limb critical ischemia in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) is a chronic inflammatory multisystemic disease, which affects primarily small-sized vessels, arterioles, venules, and capillaries in the cardiovascular system. Less often, medium-sized vessels are affected, and large-sized vessels are affected rarely. We report an unusual case of a 52-year-old female patient with SLE under treatment and multileveled arterial obstructive disease of the lower limb, who presented with critical limb ischemia. The patient was treated using a hybrid endovascular and open revascularization procedure, on the basis of the clinical picture of the patient, the angiographic findings, and the experience of our department. Our aim is not only to highlight the rarity of the clinical picture but also to make useful conclusions regarding the proper management for such unusual cases. Given the fact that there are no guidelines, we present the treatment strategy selected for our patient and discuss our results.